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Question 3
	The argument that fear can be a gift and joy can be dangerous is quite confusing. In normal life, and based on individual experiences, fear is what is considered dangerous while joy is considered a gift. In her works titled "What Fear Can Teach Us", Karen Thompson Walker gives a story of twenty American sailors that were stuck in the sea and made a wrong decision out of fear. On the other hand, Zadie Smith, in her works titled "Joy", provides the differences between joy and pleasure. Based on the arguments of these two authors, I agree with the opinion that fear can be a gift while joy can be dangerous. 
	One reason why fear can be a gift is that it can provide important lessons. As a matter of fact, I believe that fear is the greatest teacher. When viewed from a positive angle, it is right to state that fear is aimed at keeping individuals’ safe. In the story about the American sailors that were stuck in sea, “they'd been told that these islands, and several others nearby, were populated by cannibals” (Walker 2). As a result of the fear of being eaten by cannibals, the sailors chose to sail to South America, which was the farthest and riskiest. Even though the existence of cannibals was just a rumor, the fear that the sailors had kept them safe from the possibility of being eaten. It raised a red flag on a threat to their survival. 
	Another important aspect of fear, which makes it a gift, is the fact that it makes one pay attention. However, one has the difficult task of determining what he or she needs to pay attention to. In the story about the American sailors, their options were “to be eaten by cannibals, to be battered by storms, to starve to death before reaching land” (Walker 2). These were all fearful options, but they had to choose one to survive. While in most instances fear is aimed at keeping one safe, it might also be a signal to unlearn or to heal from something. If the sailors had decided to go to the island full of cannibals, they would have found out the truth. The same case applies in the decision to wither the storms. 
	I have always been a strong supporter of seeking joy. Joy is about pleasure and happiness, and this where the danger can result from. The desire to seek joy has been associated with risky behaviors that do not consider the possibility of other threats. For example, one can engage in excessive alcohol consumption for seeking joy. In her article, Walker (3) talks about “anyone who would take pity on a girl who had taken and was about to come up on ecstasy who had lost everyone and everything, including her handbag.” This a clear example of how joy can be dangerous. The danger results from the fact that joy only lasts for a short time, while the consequences might be long-term. For example, excessive drinking of alcohol can lead to worse health consequences. 
	Fear and joy are two terms that alternate throughout the lives of individuals. As individuals grow up, they determine what brings them fear and what creates joy. However, fear is a gift. It provides a lesson that one can apply in his or her life. Apart from this, it provides an opportunity to consider an alternative view about something or someone. On the other hand, joy can be dangerous when it is associated with risky behaviors or the ignorance of threats that might harm one in the future. It is thus important to balance fear and joy in different situations. 
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